
THE SOCIAL MODEL OF DISABILITY 
 

Disabled people do not face disadvantage because 
of their impairments but experience discrimination 

in the way we organise society. This includes failing 
to make education, work, leisure and public 

services accessible, failing to remove barriers of 
assumption, stereotype and prejudice and failing to 

outlaw unfair treatment in our daily lives.  
 

"Disability... the 
disadvantage or restriction 

of activity caused by 
contemporary social 

organisation which takes 
little or no account of people 

who have physical 
impairments and thus 

excludes them from the 
mainstream of social 

activities". 
 
 

 


